
Monday, May 1, 2017  
 

 
Dear Sisters of Tau Beta Sigma, 

Greetings in the bond of service. It is with great enthusiasm that I submit my letter of intent to run for the position of Tau Beta 
Sigma National Vice President for Special Projects. I can hardly believe that it has been two years since I was elected as your 
National Vice President for Communication and Recognition. The experience has truly been humbling and has proven to be 
rewarding in ways that I had not expected, yet has suitably prepared me to take the next step in my journey through Tau Beta 
Sigma.  

Coming into this biennium, I had a strong idea of what the core responsibilities of this position would entail and I believe I have 
satisfactorily maintained each of them. These responsibilities have included: Taking and distributing the minutes of all National 
Council meetings, reviewing and making recommendations for all TBS Scholarship and Award applications received, effectively 
keeping the lines of communication moving on each level of the sorority, contributing articles to our national publication The 
Podium, promoting the initiatives of the sorority through maintaining all of our social media handles and working with the other 
members of the council to effectively meet our goals while governing the business of the sorority. 

Along the way, as I worked to acclimate myself to my role on the council, there were a few challenges that arose, which created 
work beyond the fundamental tasks of the NVPCR. I wholeheartedly believe that I, with the assistance of many individuals, 
have been able to meet many of those challenges head on and this has resulted in points of success that can be built upon in the 
future. Such items include: Moving all TBS Student Chats to a video conferencing format, the creation of the Tau Beta Tuesday 
Newsletter and reviewing each of the TBS Awards for relevancy versus participation. I was also able to launch the official Tau 
Beta Sigma Instagram handle and the crowning achievement for this biennium was working with our National Publications 
Manager Robert Bratcher, to oversee the launch of a newly designed, user friendly national website for Tau Beta Sigma. It has 
been a great biennium and now it is time to look towards the future. 

As the National VPCR, I have had the chance to work alongside our current National VPSP Adrienne Rall through our 
collaboration on the “13 Days of TBS” celebration and have had a first-hand look at the development of the two new National 
Programs that she will be introducing. I have also had the chance to be very hands on with some of the content that is on our 
“4Gr8rBands” YouTube Channel by producing some of the videos that are featured there. The YouTube Channel is housed 
under the duties of the VPSP and if elected, I will continue to work on updating and promoting the content of the channel. The 
Focus On Five Campaign is still going strong and this is something that must continue. It is my goal to be able to attach new 
challenges to some of the stripe and lyre pieces in order to include TBS recognition opportunities and to bring more music into 
our activities. One significant VPSP aspiration that I would like to explore, is the creation and implementation of a month long 
celebration of the Women in Music Program. My current occupation working as the Musical Arts Coordinator for the 
Department of Music at Rhodes Colleges has put me in a unique position to make connections in the music world with women 
in a variety of music professions  and I have already spoken to a few who have shown an interest in taking part in our national 
program. 

As I continue to think about all of the things that I’d like to bring to this office, my mind continually comes back to you, the 
active student and the role you play in shaping the duties of the National VPSP. The promotion of our TBS National Programs is 
at the core of what the National VPSP is responsible for and our programs exist to help us identify our mission and reasons for 
existence. The success of our programming relies on the buy in from our active students. Without that commitment, our 
programs won’t mean anything and our mission would be lost. The partnership of student ownership and TBS National 
Programs is an important one. It is a relationship that I would like to continue to cultivate through hearing your ideas and 
allowing you to lead them.  I look forward to reading about the ideas proposed in the TBS Programs Committee Report at 
National Convention 2017 and working to execute them during the next biennium. 

I am excited about the chance to continue my service to the sorority and I hope I have instilled in you a sense of confidence in 
knowing that my dedication to the ideals of the sorority are what make me a worthy candidate for this position. I thank you in 
advance for your consideration as you work to choose the next Vice President for Special Projects of Tau Beta Sigma! 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 
Erika L. Pope 
National Vice President for Communication & Recognition 
Tau Beta Sigma Life Member #2610 
Cell: 501.416.1191 | tbsigma.org 



Résumé for Erika L. Pope 
3236 Spring Grove Circle, Memphis, TN 38119 | 501-416-1191 | erikapope@tbsigma.org 

Professional Background 
 
December 2016 – Present 

Rhodes College – Memphis, TN 
 Musical Arts Coordinator 

 Manages the department schedule and provides advanced clerical and administrative 
support for the Department of Music. 

 Maintains calendar of events for the music department faculty and students. Provides 
support for faculty and student concerts and recitals including: coordinating auditions, 
scheduling venues for rehearsals and performances, coordinating piano tunings, scheduling 
event recordings, overseeing physical set up, and planning travel for guests as necessary.  

 Plans special events as necessary. 
 Maintains faculty teaching schedules and student rolls for all applied classes. Maintains 

current files of curriculum vitae and syllabi, distributes and tabulates evaluations for 
applied classes and ensembles. 

 Collects data for and assists with internal and external reports.                                                                                  
 Serves as liaison with Communications to prepare printed posters, programs, and 

calendars.  
 Assists with the hiring of part-time instructors. Hires, trains, and supervises student 

workers in the music department. 
 Serves as a liaison with Physical Plant and Campus Safety including providing student 

access lists and notification of events to Campus Safety, and assures proper maintenance 
of public areas in music department through work orders to Physical Plant.  

July, 2014 – December 2016 

Girl Scouts of Central Texas & Girl Scouts Heart of the South – College Station, TX/ Memphis, TN 
 Membership Development Executive 

 Build Membership Base. 
 Develop and implement strategies towards retention and membership growth. 
 Maintain and develop community collaborations. 
 Direct and supervise volunteers and contract staff. 
 Identify and appoint volunteers appropriate for directing/growing area teams. 
 Increase ethnic membership numbers to match or exceed population ratios. 
 Attend assigned meetings regularly; work as a member of various teams. 
 Support development fund through identification of in-kind or grant resources. 
 Recruit, appoint, train, supervise and evaluate team members. 
 Strive continuously for positive and meaningful team relationships. 
 Ensure assignments are planned, budgeted, and carried out within approved Council goals, 

objectives, and standards. 

Educational Background 

 Attended Henderson State University – Arkadelphia, AR 
 Majored in Mass Media, with a focus in Radio Broadcasting; Minor in Music 
 Graduated in December 2005 with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Mass Media 
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Tau Beta Sigma Background 

Chapter Participation:  

 Initiated into the Theta Theta Chapter (Henderson State) on October 25, 1999 
 Community Service Chair (2000-2001) 
 Vice-President (2001-2002) 
 President (2002-2005)  

District Participation:  

 Attended every Southwest District Convention since 2000, with the exception of one. 
 Served as Southwest District Vice President for Colonization & Membership (2005-2006) 
 Served on the Steering Committee for the TBS District Alumni Group (2008-2009) 
 Served as Colony Advisor & Installing Officer for Gamma Eta Chapter, Mississippi Valley 

State University, February 2009 
 Served as the Southwest District Counselor of Tau Beta Sigma (2009-2015) 
 Travelled across the Southwest District while serving as the Counselor and visited almost 

all of the 37 SWD Chapters over a 5-year period. 
 Oversaw a 90% success rate in SWD Chapters completing all national paperwork on-time. 
 Served as installing officer for the Epsilon Psi Chapter, Prairie View A&M University (2015) 
 Attended Northeast District Convention 2016 

o Advised the Jurisdiction Committee 
 Midwest District Convention 2016 & 2017 

o Advised the Membership Committee (2016 & 2017) 
 North Central District Convention 2017 

o Advised the Sisterhood & Spirit Committee 

National Participation: 

 Attended every meeting of the National Convention since 2003. 
 Charter Member of the Tau Beta Sigma Alumni Association (2007) 
 Served as Co-Advisor for the Program Committee (2013) 
 Served as Co-Advisor for the Colonization & Membership Committee (2009, 2011 & 2015) 
 Co-Coordinator for the National Convention Ritual of Excellence (2011 & 2013) 
 Contributor for the TBS Chapter Field Representative Program ad hoc committee (2015) 
 TBS National Vice President for Communication & Recognition (2015-Present) 

Current Memberships 

 Life Member, Tau Beta Sigma (2007) 
 Life Member, Kappa Kappa Psi (2016) 
 Honorary Member of seven local TBS Chapters and two district TBS Chapters (SWD & 

MWD) 

Sorority Achievements:   

 Presented numerous educational workshops at district and national meetings since 2006. 
 Created the Tau Beta Tuesday Newsletter 
 Launched the official Instagram handle for Tau Beta Sigma 
 Implemented a new video conferencing method for the national TBS Student Chats 
 Produced the 2017 National Council Announcements Video for District Conventions 
 Oversaw the redesigning and launch of the sorority’s national website, tbsigma.org 
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